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St. Paul’s Live Stream Service  
every Sunday at 10:00am on Facebook 



A Letter from Rev. Keith Giblin 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:  I wanted to send you this message to let you know what has been going on 
with re-opening of the Episcopal Churches in our diocese.  As you know, Bishop Doyle had set forth several 
guidelines that must be met before an Episcopal Church could open for in-person services.  First and foremost, 
the infection rate in the county where the church is situated must be substantially decreasing for a 14 day peri-
od.  Then the rector of the church (at his discretion) may petition the bishop for permission to re-open.  The rec-
tor must also submit a detailed plan which addresses all precautions which will be in place when the church reo-
pens. The bishop, at his discretion, may then allow that church to re-open.  However, when the church re-opens, 
worship during this “Phase II” of the pandemic will look nothing like our regular worship service.  First of all, 
the attendance at the in person worship will be limited to a smaller percentage of the congregation.  Members at 
the service must practice social distancing and sit six feet apart (although family members of the same household 
may sit together).  Everyone must wear a mask.  The congregation is prohibited from singing because this in-
creases the chances of infection.  The service time is shortened.  There can be no touching during the 
peace.  There is no communion.  Everyone must leave the church after the service; there is no social hour.  I 
have to be tested and show proof that I am Covid-19 negative.  The church has to be wiped down immediately 
after the service.  And finally, the rector is to strongly encourage members of the congregation over the age of 65 
or those with pre-existing conditions to not attend the in person service.  Therefore, as you can see, this is not the 
type of worship service that we are used to.  As the pandemic wanes, we would be allowed to worship under less 
restrictions as we move into “Phase III.” 
  
For weeks I have been monitoring the Orange County statistics on Covid-19 infections and they have not de-
clined, but have been increasing.  This is probably because people have not been as compliant with social dis-
tancing as they were when the virus first appeared.  Therefore, under the guidelines, I have not petitioned the 
bishop to allow us to re-open.  However, just last week, the bishop realized that, because of peoples’ refusal to 
social distance, the infection rates in our counties in the diocese may not significantly decrease for months.  The 
bishop now feels that the rectors in our churches should make the decision as to whether his/her church should re
-open and has passed that authority onto us.  Therefore, I have the authority to open the church for Phase II wor-
ship or keep it closed until a later date.  He has cautioned us to err on the side of caution and to put the safety of 
our congregation first.  Again, when I decide to open the church, we would still have to comply with the Phase II 
guidelines and it would not be the kind of worship that we are accustomed to. 
  
I have met with your vestry and informed them of the change in the guidelines and that I now have the authority 
to make the decision as to when the church will re-open.  I have been praying about this decision and you need 
to know my thoughts.  First of all, I love each and everyone of you and would do nothing to put you in dan-
ger.  The infection rates in many places have skyrocketed and its does not look as though we are through the first 
wave of this infection.  I have seen dozens of news articles about churches refusing to remain closed and dozens 
of members being infected during the services.  Most if not all of our members  at St. Paul’s are older than aver-
age and have pre-existing health conditions.  Getting the virus would certainly involve more complications and 
could even be deadly. I just had a conference call with Bishop Fisher this morning.  He said that none of the 
Episcopal churches in our area have opened and, in fact, several churches in the diocese that did open have de-
cided to re-close due to the danger of infection. 
  
Therefore, I have made the decision that we will continue to worship virtually and not re-open for in person wor-
ship until things settle down.  I have conveyed my thought to the vestry and they agree with my decision.  Your 
safety comes first. 
  
We will continue to live stream our services and hopefully we fixed the problems with the sound system.  I want 
to thank everyone, especially Kelly, who have worked on making the live stream service a success.  Please be 
safe out there, wear your mask, and practice social distancing.  Continue to support our precious little church 
through online giving or by dropping a check in the mail. Hopefully together we can beat this virus and all be 
together soon. 
  
Blessings, 
Keith  



 

 

 

Check out  
The Episcopal Diocese Website for the 

latest news. 
https://www.epicenter.org/  

 

 

Military Outreach 

 

 

Chapter of The Brotherhood of St. Andrew 
Attention Men of St. Paul’s: 

 
 

We are organizing a Chapter of Brotherhood of St.  
Andrew.  The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is a fraternity  

within the Episcopal Church which encourages the living, 
praying, and laboring together to perform our common  

Prayer Book Ministry.  It is a brother organization  
of the Daughters of the King.   

A brother from the Diocesan office is coming next month  
for an informational meeting of interested men.   

Date and Time is forth coming. 

Military Care Project: We we’re unable to send our Me-
morial Day gift cards to the patients at the Veteran’s 

Family Care Center in May because they had to close 
down due to virus concerns. However , they were  

hoping to reopen July first. 
 I will be checking out the progress of reopening  

and send our gift cards as soon as they are up  
and running. We have an all time high of $2000.  

             I’m sure there are many needs to be met there. 
            Thank you for your great support in this project.    

https://www.epicenter.org/


 

                                      Mary and Martha of Bethany 
 

Mary and Martha lived with their brother Lazarus at Bethany, a village not far from Jerusalem. 
They are mentioned in several episodes in the Gospels. On one occasion, when Jesus and His 
disciples were their guests (Luke 10:38-42), Mary sat at Jesus' feet and listened to Him while 
her sister Martha busied herself with preparing food and waiting on the guests, and when  
Martha complained, Jesus said that Mary had chosen the better part. When Lazarus, the brother 
of Mary and Martha, had died, Jesus came to Bethany. Martha, upon being told that He was 
approaching, went out to meet Him, while Mary sat still in the house until He sent for her. It 
was to Martha that Jesus said: "I am the Resurrection and the Life." (John 11:1-44) Again, 
about a week before the crucifixion, as Jesus reclined at table, Mary poured a flask of  
expensive perfume over Jesus' feet. Mary was criticized for wasting what might have been sold 
to raise money for the poor, and again Jesus spoke on her behalf. (John 12:1-8) 

On the basis of these incidents, many Christian writers have seen Mary as representing  
Contemplation (prayer and devotion), and Martha as representing Action (good works, helping 
others); or love of God and love of neighbor respectively. 

                                                     Saint James the Apostle’s Story 

This James is the brother of John the Evangelist. The two were called by Jesus as they worked 
with their father in a fishing boat on the Sea of Galilee. Jesus had already called another pair of 
brothers from a similar occupation: Peter and Andrew. “He walked along a little farther and saw 
James, the son of Zebedee, and his brother John. They too were in a boat mending their nets. 
Then he called them. So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men and 
followed him” (Mark 1:19-20). 

James was one of the favored three who had the privilege of witnessing the Transfiguration, the 
raising to life of the daughter of Jairus, and the agony in Gethsemani. 

Two incidents in the Gospels describe the temperament of this man and his brother. 
Saint Matthew tells that their mother came—Mark says it was the brothers themselves—to ask 
that they have the seats of honor in the kingdom. “Jesus said in reply, ‘You do not know what 
you are asking. Can you drink the cup that I am going to drink?’ They said to him, ‘We 
can’” (Matthew 20:22). Jesus then told them they would indeed drink the cup and share his bap-
tism of pain and death, but that sitting at his right hand or left was not his to give—it “is for those 
for whom it has been prepared by my Father” (Matthew 20:23b). It remained to be seen how 
long it would take to realize the implications of their confident “We can!” 

The other disciples became indignant at the ambition of James and John. Then Jesus taught 
them all the lesson of humble service: The purpose of authority is to serve. They are not to im-
pose their will on others, or lord it over them. This is the position of Jesus himself. He was the 
servant of all; the service imposed on him was the supreme sacrifice of his own life. 

On another occasion, James and John gave evidence that the nickname Jesus gave them—
“sons of thunder”—was an apt one. The Samaritans would not welcome Jesus because he was 
on his way to hated Jerusalem. “When the disciples James and John saw this they asked, ‘Lord, 
do you want us to call down fire from heaven to consume them?’ Jesus turned and rebuked 
them…” (Luke 9:54-55). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shaw, Miss Reilly   7/01 
Hollier, Mr. Robert F.   7/07 
Marshall, Mrs. Shirley  7/07 
Peterson, Major Donna  7/07 
Wedel, Karlie    7/09 
Cheek, Mr. Nick   7/10 
Batchelor, Mrs. Gail   7/12 
Outenreath, Mary Katherine  7/14 
Hagen, Mr. Emmet   7/15 
Giblin, Alex    7/18 
Hall, Mr. James   7/19 
Journeay, Mrs. Karen   7/20 
Smith, Mr. Bill   7/20 
Denosowicz, Mrs. Sue  7/21 
Johnson, Mr. Paul   7/23 
Frank, Susan    7/24 
Hughes, Mr. Glenn   7/26 

St. Paul’s Family & Friends Prayer List 
Miles Hall, Jr.                                
Amanda Watt                                
Gary Outenreath  
Jenny Guth                                    
Allan Anderson                              
Cayden, Whitney and Tyler  
Cheryl Blanchard                           
Rosie Hurst                                                      
Legrand 
Charlie Pieper                                
Kenric Marshall                             

Timothy Ruehlen 
Jay Todd Cleaver                           
Peggy Lane                                    
Jerry and Petroula Ruehlen 
Virginia Watson                             
Fawn Welborn                               
The Woodley’s 
Tom Freeland                                 
Leona Fields                                  
Ester Jeans 
Margaret Ebarb                               

Jaimie Geis                                   
Barbara Klein 
Father Bob                                      
Betsy Phillips                                
Sharon Childress 
Becca Hagan                                   
Bobbie Carson                              
Joyce Giblin 
David Silk                                       
Robert Cheek                                
David Haley 

Anne Breitenstein                          
Todd Hurst                                     
Samantha 
Robin Kump                                   
Sabine Lamar                                
Myra Michaelis 
Mallory Bromley Houseman 
 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

If you want to or know anyone who wants to be 
added to the Birthday or Anniversary 

list,  please contact the office at  
office@stpaulschurch.us  

or 409-883-2969. 

Military: Prayers : All Military persons deployed in dangerous areas. 
Pray for all people suffering with a an illness and , Victims of Violence, Victims of  natural disasters,  
City of Refuge, Schools, All Ministries of St. Paul’s, All first responders, and the unemployed.  
Ann Jackson, Talbert Meadows, Thad and Regina. Tracy Underwood, Delores Cleaver, Sidney, Jacquie  Pence, Casey 
D., Beth Holm, Joanne Price, June & Merrill Stringer & Dena, Kelly and John, Nancy Ellis, Cathy Tompkins, Ross, 
Deanna Davis,  Matthew H., Alison Clary, Renee,  Jennifer, Jill, Gabriel, Josie Walter, Margaret & Debbie Herrington, 
Charlotte Parker, Elizabeth,  Bella, Kelly Clawson, Thomas Ray Manuel, Tim Fading , Brianna, Mary Guillot, Bette, 
Carol and Bruce Thornburgh, Nick Tullier, Tim Lawler, Melanie Maxie, Kay Gragg, Kay Stone,  Rachel Guy,   
Yolanda, Mary Ann, Kim and Chris Griffin, Daisy Guillotte, Kim Keyser, Anne Hoffpauir, Janelle  Ramsey, Erin Lawl-
er, George Schroeder, Kathleen, Dominic Abshire, Kenny Slaughter, Justin Morvant, Ronnie and Margaret Sonnier, 
Barbara Richard, Tony Dallas, Jesse Mae Pujol, Steve Rogers,  Dave Shows, Sharon Debes, Mickie Davis, Anthony 
Sparacino,  James Poole, Sharon Stanley, Laura Pachuca, Matthew Cook 

Dubois, Michael & Sheila                  7/04 
Rutledge, David & Becky  7/10 
Michaelis, David & Myra  7/25 
Geis, Earl & Pat   7/27 

   

Please remember St. Paul’s Church and mem-
bers in your prayers through this trying times. 
If you are interested in giving to St. Paul’s we 

have online giving on St. Paul’s website at 
stpaulsorangetexas.com or you can mail a check 

to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church   
1401 W. Park Ave 

Orange, TX   77630 



                                                                                                      Rite I Holy Communion 
                                                             (1

st
 & 3

rd
 Sunday of the Month)   8:00am  

                                 Morning Prayer (2
nd

 & 4
th

 Sunday of the Month)  8:00am  
                 
                                                                          Rite II (Family Service)  10:30am     

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
1401 W. Park Ave. 
Orange, TX   77630 


